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Rationale for this project:

According to the Resolution on Composing with Nonprint Media (2003) the National
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), states that “students are living in a world that is
increasingly nonprint-centric. New media such as the Internet, MP3 files, and video are
transforming the communication experiences of young people outside of school. Young
people are composing in nonprint media that can include any combination of visual art,
motion (video and film), graphics, text, and sound—all of which are frequently written and
read in a nonlinear fashion.”

The English Writing with Multimedia course is a response to this new era of
“nonlinear” communication. It is designed to help learners build new knowledge and skills in
a constructive and collaborative learning environment. Although learners will be expected to
work hard and produce meaningful multimedia projects, they will also be given opportunities
to make new friends, collaborate, have fun, express themselves creatively (in English), and

develop confidence in their English communication skills.

Description of course:

The course features a blended learning environment, with Hanyang University
students coming to class once per week for a two hour period in which they engage in face-
to-face interactions and, during the rest of the week, engage in online interactivities. Most of
the students are Korean; however, there are several international students who bring a rich

diversity of backgrounds, interests, language abilities, and worldviews to the class.



Current pedagogical research indicates that people are motivated by realistic learning
opportunities and that they learn through both independent study and social interaction. This
course provides students with all three of those key aspects: realism, independence, and
social interaction. Students work independently to create, develop, and maintain their own
individual blogs, which are regularly updated with images and videos that they have taken
throughout the week. All student blogs are live on the internet, thus providing an element of
reality; and all student blogs all linked together through their main course site, thus providing
the necessary framework for building a community of learners.

Students are organized into groups in which they share knowledge with one another
and collaborate on both independent and group multimedia projects. Assessment is based on
students’ participation, their online e-Porfolios (blogs), and three major multimedia projects.
Both Web 2.0 and Web 1.0 technologies are utilized online, thus providing students with both
social knowledge building and independent study opportunities. All of the classroom
discussions are in English; however, students are free to use their natural language when they
are collaborating together. Although the multimedia projects should be targeted towards an
English speaking audience, learners are free to choose the form (written, oral, prose, poetry,

etc.) that is most comfortable and/or meaningful to them.

Online Learning Environments:

This course makes use of two online spaces:
LearnBlog.org—the main blog site that connects with all the public student blogs
and provides the framework for a community of learners. This site also hosts
numerous video tutorials, class announcements, and news feed from Ted Talks,

SnagFilms, and other high interest sources.



Canvas Learning Management System—the private space that provides detailed
information on assignments, projects, and grades. It is also a system where students
can submit assignments, collaborate, and engage in graded discussions that can be

linked to the feed from LearnBlog.org.

Expected learning outcomes:
e astrong set of video production and blogging skills
e creative inquiry and design thinking methods that students can apply to creative
opportunities in the future
o reflective habits that lead to greater self-knowledge and community involvement
e an increased ability to compose and communicate clearly and in English

e critical thinking skills that will make students more sophisticated consumers of media

Relevant Links:

Site 1: English Writing with Multimedia Course Page (hosted on LearnBlog.orq)

Site 2: Canvas Learning Management System (Login ID: gary.edtech@gmail.com Password:

etecb32)

Video: ETEC532 Final Project Auto Ethnographic Video Guide



http://learnblog.org/classes/english-writing-with-multimedia/
https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/776470
http://youtu.be/k9sIdnr6p5c
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